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Multicultural Education

• Teaching and learning based on democratic 
values that foster cultural pluralism.

• A commitment to achieving educational 
equity.

• Developing curricula that build on an 
understanding of diversity.

• Education and instruction designed for the 
cultures of several different races in an 
educational system.

• Interrelated with the theme of social justice.

Reference: (Hart ; Wilson)



Globalization

• Global dimensions of environmental issues, 
pandemic diseases, energy consumption, 
and weapons proliferation

• In 2000, 28.4 million immigrants came to 
the US, and 50% came from Mexico, and 
25% came from Asia. Georgia is a new 
immigrant hotspot as immigrants move away 
from ports of entry.

• Double Consciousness by looking at one’s 
self through the eyes of others, elimination of 
ethnocentrism

Reference: (Stewart, 2007; Lapkoff, 2007)



Banks’ Five Dimensions of 

Multicultural Education

1. Content Integration – Teachers supply examples 

and information from different ethnic and cultural 

groups to illustrate  concepts and principles in their 

content area.

2. Prejudice Reduction – Consistently address 

students preconceived notions about other 

students based on race, neighborhood, ethnicity, 

gender, and religion.

3. Equity Pedagogy – Encouraging success for all 

students across diverse racial, ethnic, and social-

class groups.

Reference: (Banks 1993)



Banks’ Five Dimensions of 

Multicultural Education cont.

4. Knowledge Construction – Teachers help 
students to understand how knowledge is 
created and how it is influenced by the 
racial, ethnic, and social-class positions of 
individuals and groups. 

5. Empowering School Culture –
Restructuring the culture and organization 
of the school so that students from diverse 
racial, ethnic, and social-class groups will 
experience educational equality and cultural 
empowerment.

Reference: (Banks 1993)



Social Justice Defined

• Awakens students to values and ideologies outside 
of the status quo of textbooks and curricula.

• Students are encouraged to take critical stances to 
give them power to take social action to improve 
their lives and the lives of others.

• Focuses on student experience and taking social 
action on real world problems, such as violence, 
hunger, poverty, etc.

• Emphasizes the addressing of social questions and 
a quest to create a better global society.

• Linked to the educational philosophy of 
reconstructionism. 

Reference: (Paris, 2005; Pratt & Collins 2001)



Social Justice Issues



Social Justice Issues cont.

• Poverty

– 42% of Georgia’s children under the age of 18 live 
below the poverty level.

– Half the world — nearly three billion people —
live on less than two dollars a day.

• Slavery

– Up to 17,500 slaves are brought into the US 
every year, with many working as prostitutes, 
farm workers or domestic servants.

– More than 1,000,000 people are enslaved in the 
US today.

– Worldwide the number of people in slavery
today is at least 27 million.

Reference: (National Center for Children in Poverty; Shah, 2008; Nye 2008)



Social Justice Issues cont.

• Warfare

– As of mid-2005, there were eight Major Wars
under way, with as many as two dozen "lesser" 
conflicts ongoing with varying degrees of 
intensity.

– U.S. military casualties in the Iraq war are 
33,000; 29,000 wounded and 4,000 killed.

– Iraqi civilians deaths are estimated at 1.2 
million. (high estimate from all violence)

– Today, 75% or more of those killed or wounded 
in wars are non-combatants.

Reference: (GlobalSecurity.org, 2007; Just Foreign Policy, 2008)



Social Justice Strategies

• Strategies focus on inquiry, dialogue, and multiple 
perspectives when dealing with controversial 
issues.

• Community-based learning and bringing the world 
into the classroom.

• Facilitate constructive questioning
(deconstruction) of sources of knowledge.

• Necessitates the broadening of international, 
pluralistic, and critical knowledge bases of both 
students and teachers.

• Active participation in social action to redress 
inequalities.

Reference: (Paris, 2005; Levstik & Tyson, 2008)
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